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The Trade Days of Erath County were momentous occasions for area residents during the turn-of-the-century era. These sales were the precursor to the auctions and flea markets of today and were held in Stephenville, DeLeon, and Dublin on the first, second, and third Mondays of the month, respectively. In addition to shopping for livestock, area citizens looked forward to these days as times for meeting with old friends and catching up on news [Perry 68-70].


The primary purpose of the Trade Days was to purchase and exchange livestock. Erath was (and remains) an overwhelmingly agricultural county, so these events drew large crowds. Work animals such as horses and mules were the primary animals that were bought and traded, followed by sows and hogs. However, equine and swine was not the commodity exchanged at these sales, as goats, chickens, ducks, and even hound dogs were regularly marketed as well. It can be surmised that these sales frequently became quite noisy events [Perry 68-70}.


These Trade Days also attracted entrepreneurs hawking a wide variety of products. Farmers frequently brought their produce to town, selling whatever fruit or vegetable that happened to be in season at the time. Other venders advertised assorted items such as pocketknives, guns, and various tonics or ointments guaranteed to remedy whatever ailment the customer might be suffering from. Gypsies were among the groups that frequented these sales and were known for their questionable methods of salesmanship. One favorite trick of the trade was for the gypsy to demonstrate to the buyer the ease in which a mule could be maneuvered. The secret was that the gypsies trained their mules to work with only one partner. When the new owner paid for the mule and tried to hitch the mule up to his personal team, he would find the new animal to be most uncooperative. The gypsies knew that the customer would return the mule out of disgust and they were all too willing to refund his money—minus ten or fifteen dollars from the original fee—and take the obstinate animal off of his hands. In this manner, the gypsies essentially earned money without being forced to relinquish ownership of his livestock. While the men were “doing business” at the markets, the women would retire to the town to shoplift and tell fortunes. It has even been written that one of these tricksters was able to steal a police officer’s gun while he was frisking her [Perry 68-70; 96}.


The Erath Trade Days began to dwindle in size and importance during the World War I era and were permanently halted during the Great Depression. The poor economy combined with the growing obsolescence of the horse-drawn carts and equipment made these livestock sales a thing of the past [Perry 68-70].
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